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Two books of unusual importance have just made their appear- 
ance in Germany, of which we shall certainly hear much in the coming 
months. They are Die Religion des Judentums int neutestamentlichen 
Zeitalter, by Professor W. Bousset, of the University of Gottingen, 
and Die Mission und Ausbreitung des Christentums in den ersten drei 
Jahrhunderten, by Professor Adolf Harnack, of the University of 
Berlin. 

The Sultan has reversed his previous decision to allow the Ameri- 
can archaeologist, Mr. Banks, to make researches at Tell Abraham, in 
Mesopotamia, alleging that the site chosen is sacred ground and can- 
not therefore be disturbed. The decision seems to be final ; if so, 
the keenest disappointment will be felt by all interested in early bibli- 
cal history, as important discoveries were likely to result from the 
proposed excavations. 

A photograph and diagram of the finest rock-cut olive or wine 
press in the neighborhood of Jerusalem, that in the property known 
as "Abraham's Vineyard," was given by Mr. Macalister in the October 
Quarterly Statement of the Palestine Exploration Fund, with description 
and measurements. It is conjectured that some of the vats may be as 
old as the Roman period, to which time probably belongs also the large 
columbarium near by, and which is such a rarity in the vicinity of 
Jerusalem. 

The important literary treasures which were recently removed from 
the Jami and Kebir mosques of Damascus, and which were presented 
to the emperor of Germany by the Sultan, are to be transferred soon 
from Constantinople, where they are in the care of the German ambas- 
sador, to the Berlin museum, their permanent resting-place. It will 
be remembered that the most interesting manuscript in this collection 
is a very early translation of a portion of the Pauline epistles into 
early Syriac. 

The proposal of Dr. Bliss to identify the city at Tell Sandahannah 
with the Mareshah of the Old Testament (= Marisa, Maresa, or Mareisa 
of the LXX, i and 2 Maccabees, and Josephus), the home of the 
prophet Micah, is believed to have been confirmed by the discovery of 
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an inscription in a tomb in the necropolis of the site by Dr. John P. 
Peters, of New York city, and Dr. H. Tiersch, who visited the place 
together. They are of the opinion that further investigation of this 
Tell should be made. 

Dr. Selah Merrill, American consul at Jerusalem, writes under 
recent date that cholera is raging in the Western part of Palestine, 
along the Mediterranean coast. A ten-days' quarantine against Jaffa 
is in force to protect Jerusalem from the plague, and there was reason 
for hope that as the cool weather came on the cholera would abate. 
So far there had been no spread of the disease into the interior towns, 
and the climax of the plague seemed to have been reached. The 
infection was brought in from Egypt. 

Professor Gustav Dalman, of the University of Leipzig, whose 
highly valuable work Die Worte Jesu has recently been translated into 
English, and who is one of the ablest Talmudic scholars in the univer- 
versities of Germany, has resigned his chair to take up a permanent 
residence in Jerusalem as the head of the newly organized German 
society for archaeological research in the Holy Land. It is hoped that 
the friendly relations between the German emperor and the Sultan 
may secure special privileges to Dr. Dalman, whereby he may make 
investigations that have hitherto been forbidden to scholars. 

The most complete and valuable library of Egyptology to be found 
in America has now been established at Cornell University, under the 
direction of Professor Nathaniel Schmidt, Ph.D., who will conduct 
such courses in Egyptological study as to make the best use of the new 
acquisition. The library was that of Professor August Eisenlohr, of 
Heidelberg University, and was one of the best in Europe. Its pur- 
chase for Cornell was made possible by the generosity of Mr. Abra- 
ham, of Brooklyn, N. Y. The collection contains, among many other 
interesting things, certain rare and important Ethiopic and Coptic 
manuscripts of the Psalter. 

The elaborate and able theological quarterly known as the Presby- 
terian and Reformed Review is to undergo this month a change of title, 
appearing as the Princeton Theological Review. It has hitherto been 
conducted by Professor B. B. Warfield, of Princeton; now it is to be 
"under the editorial care of the faculty of Princeton Theological Semi- 
nary." This scarcely means a change of editorial policy, as the maga- 
zine has already been a consistent and thoroughgoing exponent of 
what we may call Princetonism. The new name, however, is appro- 
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priate, because the Review represents but one school of interpretation 
in the Presbyterian denomination, namely, the ultra-conservative. 

In the Quarterly Statement of the Palestine Exploration Fund for 
October Sir C. W. Wilson continues his able discussion of the site of 
Golgotha and the Holy Sepulcher, taking up the three main arguments 
for the traditional locality: (1) that Golgotha and the Tomb were 
objects of reverence, or at least of interest, to the Christians from the 
date of Jesus' resurrection until the time of Constantine ; (2) that the 
tradition with regard to their position was continuous throughout that 
period ; and (3) that the ground now occupied by the Church of the 
Holy Sepulcher was outside the second wall. He goes carefully over 
the history of Jerusalem from the crucifixion until after the destruction 
of the city by Titus, and finds no ground even in the effects of that 
catastrophe for thinking that the site became unknown to the Chris- 
tians. 

It is with special pleasure that we note the election of Professor 
Henry Churchill King, D.D., to the presidency of Oberlin College, to 
succeed the late Rev. John Henry Barrows, D.D. Professor King is 
a graduate of Oberlin, having completed his course in the college in 
1879, and in the Theological Seminary in 1882. The next two years 
he spent in postgraduate studies at Harvard and Berlin Universities. 
In 1884 he was elected to the professorship of mathematics, and in 1890 
to the professorship of philosophy at the same institution. In 1897, 
when ex-President Fairchild retired, Professor King became the pro- 
fessor of Theology in Oberlin Theological Seminary. He has had 
pre-eminent success as a teacher, and has been identified with Oberlin 
in almost every advance that the institution has made of late years. 
No one is so well acquainted with the needs and the conditions, as well 
as the successes and the possibilities, of Oberlin. His two recent 
books, Reconstruction in Theology, and Theology and the Social Con- 
sciousness, have created a wide public interest in him and his work. 
We congratulate Oberlin, therefore, upon her choice of a president, 
and believe that the future will amply justify the step which has been 
taken. 



